Ruth - Lesson 2

Chapter 2 

Episode 4: Ruth and Boaz Meet

· Prayer
· Westminster Catechism
· Scripture Memorization
Ruth 1:16-17 –“…Entreat me not to leave you, or to turn back from following after you; for wherever you go, I will go; and wherever you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God, my God. 17 Where you die, I will die, and there will I be buried. The Lord do so to me, and more also, if anything but death parts you and me.”

· Review Outline of Ruth – 
Three parts: 
1) Introduction – 1:1-5 – Naomi loses her family

2) Body – 1:6-4:12 – God brings Naomi a redeemer 

3) Conclusion – 4:13-22 – Naomi’s family is restored

Seven “episodes”:

1) Naomi loses her family – 1:1-5

2) Ruth chooses to stay with Naomi – 1:6-19a

3) Naomi and Ruth arrive in Bethlehem, destitute – 1:19b-22

4) Ruth and Boaz meet – 2:1-23

5) Ruth proposes to Boaz – 3:1-18

6) Boaz redeems Naomi’s property and marries Ruth – 4:1-12

7) Naomi’s family is restored – 4:13-22

· Lesson – Ruth Chapter 2
 At the end of chapter 1, we see Naomi in the depths of despair.  Her first husband, Elimelech, having died in Maob, has left her destitute and without children (heirs) to care for her, to inherit Elimelech’s property, or to carry on his name.  By her own testimony, “The Lord has brought (her) home again empty.” (1:21a).  Naomi needs a second husband to redeem her (and so does Ruth).  This should remind us that our first husband, Adam, by his sin, left all of us in a state of spiritual poverty, with no hope of an eternal inheritance (heaven) and without hope of a godly seed.  Like Naomi, we too need a Redeemer, a second husband who will take us as his bride, grant us heaven as our inheritance and bring forth  godly seed…generations who will be brought into the marriage covenant with him.  God has not left us without that second husband…the Lord Jesus Himself.  

  God has not abandoned Naomi either…for the first words of chapter 2 are, “There was a relative of Naomi’s husband…”.  As we will learn in the next lesson, God’s law commanded that near relatives were to help the members of their own family if they became poor, widowed, or oppressed. This relative of Elimelech is described as a man of great wealth.  The Hebrew word for “wealth” is “yada” which means “valor”.  Boaz (for that is his name) is a mighty man of valor much as David’s mighty men of valor in the books of Samuel. The name Boaz means “in Him is strength,” and we will find him to be a man who is strong in the Lord. Boaz is such a man of strength that one of the pillars in the temple that Solomon will later build for God is named Boaz (1 Kings 7:21).

  Ruth, too will be used of the Lord to redeem Naomi.  She is a woman of great character as shown by her willingness to provide for Naomi, to whom she owes no natural care.  She demonstrates her understanding of God’s law in regards to gleaning (Read 2:2).  Exodus 23:10-11, Leviticus 19:9-10, 23:22, and Deuteronomy 24:19-22 all discuss gleaning as the Biblical means of providing for the poor.  (Read Deut 24:19-24) Briefly gleaning was:

1) Private, working charity at the landowner’s expense

2) Discriminatory charity – the gleaners had to ask permission of the landowner and the landowner could refuse to allow any particular gleaner if he felt that he was not of the deserving poor.

3) Hard work for modest reward

Gleaning was a means of providing for those whom the Lord had placed in times of financial hardship and was in many ways superior to our current government

welfare system. 

  Notice God’s providence in verse 3b: “And (Ruth) happened to come to the part of the field belonging to Boaz”, who just happens to be a near relative of Elimelech.  Boaz comes out to the field, blesses his workers as a priest would, and they return the blessing to him.  When Boaz notices Ruth, he asks his foreman, “Whose young woman is this?”  He is told that it is the Moabite woman who came back with Naomi from Moab, and that she has been a hard working gleaner (v. 6-7).  Boaz, even at this early stage in the book, begins to act the part of the redeemer.  He calls Ruth to himself, (Notice, he calls her “my daughter”…Boaz is likely considerably older than Ruth, see 3:10) exhorts her to glean only in his field, and pledges his protection of her (v.8-9).  Ruth, being overwhelmed with his generosity falls on her face before Boaz and asks why she has been granted such favor.  Boaz gives Ruth three reasons:

1) She has done much for Naomi, her mother-in-law

2) She has left her family, and her home to come to the land of Israel

3) She has left her gods (implied) to come under the wings of the Lord God of Israel

  Ruth then asks for Boaz’ continued favor, though she says that she is unworthy (i.e. she is a foreigner from a despised land of false gods).  Boaz again demonstrates his commitment to Ruth and to Naomi in this early meeting by:

1) Asking Ruth to eat with him (v. 15)  Ruth eats and keeps some back to give to Naomi.  Note the similarities between what Boaz, the redeemer, feeds Ruth (bread and wine vinegar) and our communion meal with our Redeemer, the Lord Jesus

2) Instructing the young men to allow Ruth to glean even among the sheaves (v. 15)

3) Instructing the young men to let grain from the bundles purposely fall for Ruth to pick up (v. 16)

Indeed, Boaz is treating Ruth like family, and not like one of the gleaners!!

  Ruth works until evening and gleans an unusually large amount of grain (an ephah was about 

7 ½ gallons!).  In verse 18-20, she brings this back to Naomi who, when she sees the abundance, immediately recognizes that someone has been especially generous to Ruth.  She is even more surprised to find out that the man in whose field Ruth gleaned was Boaz, a near relative of Elimelech’s.  Naomi praises Boaz and the Lord for this great kindness (v. 20), and she instructs Ruth to stay in the field of Boaz to glean.  Ruth stayed close to the young women of Boaz through the barley and the wheat harvest, and she continued use the blessings of Boaz to care for Naomi.

Note the similarities between Boaz, the redeemer of Naomi and Ruth, and Jesus, our Great Redeemer:

Boaz
Ruth
Jesus
Us

Calls Ruth to speak with her
Comes and confesses her unworthiness
Regenerates us, calls us to Himself, and saves us through the preaching of the gospel
Come to Him in repentance and salvation

Assures Ruth that she is welcome in his field because of her faith in the Lord and her good deeds done to Naomi as a result of her faith.
Praises Boaz
Assures us that we are forgiven and are now part of his bride
Worship Him in formal Lord’s Day worship and in lives of praise lived throughout the week

Instructs Ruth to glean only in his field
Asks Boaz to continue his favor towards her, and obeys his request
Instructs us from His Word as our only rule of life 
Pray to God for continued favor, and live lives of obedience to His Word

Feeds Ruth with bread and vinegar
Eats a meal with Boaz
Feeds us with communion
Eat the communion meal with Jesus every Lord’s Day

Sends Ruth back full to Naomi
Goes home to Naomi
Sends us out into the world to take what we have received to the world
Live joyful Christian lives and take the gospel to all nations 

[If there is time, you can also go through an Order of Worship and show the similarities between Ruth’s encounter with Boaz and what we do every Lord’s Day in formal worship:]

1) Call to Worship ( Call of Ruth by Boaz

2) Confession of Sins ( Ruth bows before Boaz confessing her unworthiness

3) Assurance of Forgiveness ( Boaz speaks kindly to Ruth

4) Gloria Patri, Sursum Corda, Hymn(s) of Praise ( Ruth expresses her thankfulness for the kindness of Boaz

5) Responsive Reading, Sermon ( Boaz instructs Ruth to glean only in his field, and she does

6) Offering, Great Prayer ( Ruth asks Boaz for his continued favor

7) Communion ( Boaz serves Ruth bread and vinegar

8) Commission ( Ruth goes home and shares what she has gleaned with Naomi

· Character: 

    – Ruth’s care of Naomi teaches us a good lesson about working hard in order to 

       care for those who are poor, aged, or unable to care for themselves (e.g.

       younger siblings, busy mothers, hard working fathers)

- Boaz’ generosity in caring for Ruth and Naomi and the kind way in which he

  spoke with Ruth is a lesson to young men in how to interact with and guard 

  and protect all women. 

· Assignment: Read Deuteronomy 25:5-10 and Genesis 38 – The levirate (husband’s brother) marriage, and Ruth 3.
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