Ruth Lesson 3 

The Levirate Marriage and Chapter 3 

Episode 5: Ruth Proposes to Boaz

· Prayer

· Westminster Catechism

· Scripture Memorization
Ruth 1:16-17 - “…Entreat me not to leave you, or to turn back from following after you; for wherever you go, I will go; and wherever you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God, my God. 17 Where you die, I will die, and there will I be buried. The Lord do so to me, and more also, if anything but death parts you and me.”

· Review Outline of Ruth – 
Three parts: 
1) Introduction – 1:1-5 – Naomi loses her family

2) Body – 1:6-4:12 – God brings Naomi a redeemer 

3) Conclusion – 4:13-22 – Naomi’s family is restored

Seven “episodes”:

1) Naomi loses her family – 1:1-5

2) Ruth chooses to stay with Naomi – 1:6-19a

3) Naomi and Ruth arrive in Bethlehem, destitute – 1:19b-22

4) Ruth and Boaz meet – 2:1-23

5) Ruth proposes to Boaz – 3:1-18

6) Boaz redeems Naomi’s property and marries Ruth – 4:1-12

7) Naomi’s family is restored – 4:13-22

In Chapter 2 of Ruth, Ruth begins to provide for Naomi by gleaning in the field of Boaz, where God had providentially led her.  Here she meets Boaz, the owner of the field, and when he finds out who she is, he begins to treat her kindly and with much generosity.  Boaz is a close relative (a kinsman) of Naomi’s dead husband Elimelech, and as the story unfolds, we will see that Boaz will assume the biblical role of the  “kinsman redeemer” for Naomi and Ruth.  

 In the covenant family of Yaweh, family members were supposed to take care of one another if they came into difficult circumstances.  The close relative was to redeem the troubled family member under several circumstances (Hand out table to students).  We can see that all of these circumstances in the natural have spiritual applications to our condition apart from Christ and His great work of redemption in our lives as seen in the table.  

  Leviticus 25:23-34 says that the land in Israel was not to be permanently sold, because it belonged to the Lord.  If someone came into hard financial times and sold his property in order to eat, his near relative (sometimes called the “kinsman redeemer”) was to buy the property back for him so that the land might remain in the same family and tribe.  Leviticus 25:47-55 says that if, instead of selling his land, the impoverished brother sold himself as a slave to a foreigner, the “kinsman redeemer” was to purchase him back. If this person was murdered, this same relative, now called the “avenger of blood” was to try and chase down the murderer and execute him to bring justice on behalf of the family. 

  In like manner, Deuteronomy 25:5-10 deals with a widow, whose husband dies leaving no male heirs to his property and name.  Read Deuteronomy 25:5-10
Deuteronomy 25:5-10

5 “If brothers dwell together, and one of them dies and has no son, the widow of the dead man shall not be married to a stranger outside the family; her husband’s brother shall go in to her, take her as his wife, and perform the duty of a husband’s brother to her.6 “And it shall be that the firstborn son which she bears will succeed to the name of his dead brother, that his name may not be blotted out of Israel.7 “But if the man does not want to take his brother’s wife, then let his brother’s wife go up to the gate to the elders, and say, ‘My husband’s brother refuses to raise up a name to his brother in Israel; he will not perform the duty of my husband’s brother.’8 “Then the elders of his city shall call him and speak to him. But if he stands firm and says, ‘I do not want to take her,’9 “then his brother’s wife shall come to him in the presence of the elders, remove his sandal from his foot, spit in his face, and answer and say, ‘So shall it be done to the man who will not build up his brother’s house.’10 “And his name shall be called in Israel, ‘The house of him who had his sandal removed.’

 This marriage of the brother to his dead brother’s widow is called a “levirate marriage” by Bible scholars.  The word “levirate” has nothing to do with the tribe of Levi.  It comes from the Latin word “levir” which means “husband’s brother”.

Take a few minutes to explain the basic flow of this special marriage and the sons which result from it (the dry erase board is nice for this):

e.g. Chris marries Sharon

       Chris dies before any sons are born to Chris and Sharon

       Chris’ brother, Scott, marries Sharon

       Scott and Sharon’s first born son would be considered Chris’ son and would 

       carry on Chris’ name and inherit Chris’ property.

       Scott and Sharon’s second born son would be considered Scott’s first born son

       and would be in the place of the first born when it came to carrying on Scott’s 

       name and inheriting Scott’s property.

NOTE TO TEACHER: The sections below on “Details of the Levirate Law”, and “Sanctions of the Levirate Law” are mostly for your own information, not necessarily to be taught in class.  

Details of the Levirate Law:

- “If brothers dwell together in unity…” – would seem to be binding only on a brother who lives nearby

- “…and one of them dies and has no son…” – no need to marry the widow if there is already a son born to the original couple

- “…the widow of the dead man shall not be married to a stranger outside the family; - This was a command, not a suggestion

- “…her husband’s brother shall go in to her, take her as wife and perform the duty of a husband’s brother to her.” – This was to be a genuine marriage.  James Jordan says that bigamy/polygamy was probably not allowed

- “And it shall be that the firstborn son which she bears will succeed to the name of his dead brother, that his name may not be blotted out of Israel.” – Note the property is not named in these verses (it is probably presumed to be included). The main purpose for the levirate marriage seems to be the preservation of the name  of the dead brother.  Israel was to bear the name of Yaweh as a covenantal people, and the preservation of each family name (the seed) was in a sense the preservation of the name of Yaweh until such time as Jesus, the promised seed of the woman, comes.  At His coming, all of his disciples now bear the name of Jesus (Christian), and so the preservation of individual family names becomes unnecessary.

Sanctions of the Levirate Law

 - “But if the man does not want to take his brother’s wife,…” If the brother of the dead man is unwilling to perform his duty of the levir (husband’s brother), then the following is to occur:

1) “…then let his brother’s wife go up to the gate of the elders…” – The wife is to act lawfully and bring the matter to the elders for judgment.

2) “…and say, ‘My husband’s brother refuses to raise up a name to his brother in Israel; he will not perform the duty of my husband’s brother’.” – She is to bring charges against him…note the emphasis on the name again.

3) “ Then the elders of his city shall call him and speak to him.” – The elders job is first to investigate the validity of the charges, then, if proven true, to exhort the brother to do his duty.  They are acting more pastorally at this point than judicially. 

4) “But if he stands firm and says, ‘I do not want to take her’, then his brother’s wife shall come to him in the presence of the elders…” – Again, lawful, public actions are taking place here.

5) “…remove his sandal from his foot,…” – The removing of the sandal may have been symbolic of the brother’s unwillingness to walk in the shoes of his dead brother.  It could also be a form of a curse in that it now exposes his foot to the cursed soil.  Jesus had his shoes (and the rest of his clothes) removed at his crucifixion.  The Jews rejected Him as their levir, their true husband, their redeemer.

6) “…spit in his face,…” – Spitting in the face was a mark of disgrace in the Scriptures, and rendered one unclean (see Lev. 15:8, Job 30,10).  It was also a reminder of our depraved condition (Matt 15:11 –“…what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man.”).  Jesus, the true Husband mixed spit with soil and used it to heal a blind man (even his spit was holy) and yet He was spat upon during His trial, again showing the rejection of the people of Jesus as their levir.

7) “…and answer and say, ‘So shall it be done to the man who will not build up his brother’s house.’  And his name shall be called in Israel, ‘The house of him who had his sandal removed.’”  The man who refuses to become the levir and raise up a name for his dead brother becomes the “nameless one”.  His name is changed simply to “the house of him who had his sandal removed”.  Jesus as the true levir, has redeemed his bride (the church) from her widowhood and poverty and has taken her to be His own.  Because of this, He too has obtained a new name that will be with Him for all of eternity…”King of Kings, and Lord of Lords”!  (see Rev. 19:16, Phil 2:9-11)

Men as Redeemers / Jesus, the Great Redeemer
Circumstance
Law’s Provision
Spiritual Condition
Christ’s Provision

Financial debt -Land is sold to pay debt. 
Kinsman redeemer – buys land back
Sin of Adam and our own sin have caused us to owe a debt to God which is too much for us to pay and which has caused us to forfeit this earth and our reward in heaven as well.
Jesus’death has paid the debt we owe to God and has purchased this earth and eternal life in heaven for all His elect people.

Financial debt – Person is sold into slavery to pay debt
Kinsman redeemer – buys relative 

  back
Sin of Adam and our own sin have made us slaves to sin and Satan
Jesus’ death and resurrection has freed His elect people from their slavery to sin and Satan.

Relative killed
Avenger of blood – pursues killer and slays him
Sin of Adam and our own sin haves made us dead in our trespasses and sins, and destined us 
Jesus’ death and resurrection defeats sin, Satan and death 



Widowed; No male children to carry on the name and inherit the property of the deceased husband
Levir (husband’s brother) – Marries widow; raises a son to inherit name and property of deceased husband
Adam, our first husband is dead; We are dead in sin and unable to bring forth godly children to carry the name of Christ and inherit eternal life. 
Jesus, the second husband and the true Bridegroom  marries his Bride (the church), and raises up godly children who carry the name of Christ and inherit eternal life.

In chapter 3 we will see that Ruth approaches Boaz to ask him to act as the redeemer of Naomi and of her and he agrees to do this.  We will go into the details of their encounter in a minute, but we must ask ourselves, “Will the marriage of Ruth to Boaz be a levirate marriage?” (A. Not in its strictest sense).  Why not?

1) Naomi is really the one who needs a levir to raise up a son who will carry on the name of Elimelech, and inherit his property (the property that would have gone to both Mahlon and Chilion)

2) But, Naomi is past the age of child bearing…her womb is dead.  The child to continue the name of Elimelech will have to come by way of Ruth.

3) Boaz is not the brother of Elimelech (nor of Mahlon or Chilion for that matter) so he is under no obligation to marry Naomi, or Ruth.

Two other facts make the marriage of Boaz to Ruth remarkable

1) Boaz is probably old enough to be Ruth’s father and her willingness to marry him in order to provide for Naomi and preserve the name and property of Elimelech instead of going after man her own age again demonstrates Ruth’s godliness.  (More on this later on in the lesson)

2) Ruth is a Moabitess.  The Moabites were a despised people in Israel.  This makes Boaz’ willingness to marry Ruth all the more amazing.

Because of all of this, the marriage of Boaz to Ruth is an even more wonderful and beautiful picture to us of Jesus, our Redeemer who was willing to take us as his bride. We will talk more about this at the end of this lesson.

Chapter 3 opens with a wonderful statement by Naomi.  Having seen God’s continued blessing of her through Ruth and Boaz, Naomi now concerns herself with the welfare of Ruth: “My daughter, shall I not seek security for you, that it may go well with you?”, she says.  This indeed is a “pleasant” word from the one who at one time wanted to be called “bitter”.  One of the best things we can do when enduring a trial is to give of ourselves to others.  The word “security” in the Hebrew means “rest”, and is essentially the same word which Naomi to try and convince Ruth and Orpah to return to Maob: 

Ruth 1:9 “The Lord grant that you may find rest, each in the house of her husband.” The rest or security that Naomi now seeks for Ruth is superior this in every way!

  Naomi knows that Boaz is in a position to redeem them according to the Law of God.  She reminds Ruth the Boaz is a relative (kinsman) of theirs and that he will be winnowing barley that night on the threshing floor. 

A connection can be made between the work of Boaz and that of Christ (Hand out the table):  

The Work of Boaz / The Work of Jesus as Seen in Ruth 3

Boaz
Jesus

Work consists of winnowing - Ruth 3:22 “Now Boaz, whose young women you were with, is he not our relative? In fact, he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor.
Work of redemption is called “winnowing” - Luke 3:17 John the Baptist said of Jesus - “His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather the wheat into His barn; but the chaff He will burn with unquenchable fire.”

Work is done at night – Ruth 3:22 “…In fact, he is winnowing barley tonight…”
Work of redemption done at night – 

1) Betrayed at night – John 13:30 (Judas,) Having received the piece of bread, he then went out immediately. And it was night.

2) Arrested at night  - Jesus said of his arrest - Luke 22:53 “…But this is your hour—when darkness reigns.” 

3) Tried at night 

4) Crucified at “night” - Luke 23:44-45 Now it was about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour.45 Then the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was torn in two.

Works, then eats and drinks - Ruth 3:3…

But do not make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking.
Eats and drinks with His disciples, then completes the work of redemption by drinking the cup of God’s wrath for His people - Matthew 20:22 “…Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 

Works, then rests - Ruth 3:7 And after Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was cheerful, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of grain
Having completed the work of redemption, he rests at the right hand of the Father - Hebrews 10:12-13 But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God,13 from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool.

Ruth, the bride, comes as he is at rest – 

Ruth 3:7 “…he went to lie down at the end of the heap of grain; and she came softly, uncovered his feet, and lay down.”


The risen Savior now draws His bride, the church, to himself – Revelation 19:7 “Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.”



 Naomi instructs Ruth to prepare herself in three specific ways before going to ask Boaz to perform the role of the redeemer, as seen in verse 3:

1) Wash herself

2) Anoint herself

3) Put on her best garment

  The language of these instructions are remarkably similar to that used of the Lord in Ezekiel 16 when he speaks as the Great Redeemer of Israel. (Hand out the table)  It also ultimately speaks of the marriage of the Great Bridegroom Jesus, to His Bride, the church.  Ruth is making preparations to be a bride!

Ruth’s Marriage to Boaz / God’s Marriage to Israel / Christ’s Marriage to the Church

Ruth’s Marriage to Boaz – Ruth 3
Yaweh’s Marriage to Israel – Ezekiel 16
Christ’s Marriage to the Church

“Therefore wash yourself…” Ruth 3:3a
“Then I washed you in water; yes I thoroughly washed off your blood…  Ezekiel 16:9a
We have been washed in the blood of the Lamb for the forgiveness of our sins (Revelation 1:5-6), and with water by the Word for our sanctification (Ephesians 5:25-27)

“…and anoint yourself…” Ruth 3:3a
“…and I anointed you with oil.  

Ezekiel 16:9b
We have been anointed with the oil of the Holy Spirit who is a guarantee of our inheritance in heaven. (Ephesians 1:14, 

2 Corinthians 1:21)

“…put on your best garment…

Ruth 3:3a
“I clothed you in embroidered cloth and gave you sandals of badger skin; I clothed you with fine linen and covered you with silk”  Ezekiel 16:10
We have been clothed with the righteousness of Christ that we might forsake our own righteousness and stand in the day of judgment.

(Isaiah 61:10)

Ruth is then to go to the threshing floor, notice the place where Boaz lies down to sleep, go to him, uncover his feet and lie down.  Boaz will (apparently) understand this to be a proposal of a redemptive marriage and tell Ruth what she should do next.  (Emphasize the fact that there is nothing inappropriate or unseemly in Naomi’s instructions) In verse 5, Ruth demonstrates her willingness to obey not only Naomi, but the Lord as well, in proceeding with this proposal of marriage.

 In verses 6-7, Ruth goes down to the threshing floor and after Boaz had eaten and drunk and his heart was cheerful (NOT DRUNK!), he lies down to sleep at the end of the heap of grain.  At midnight, something (the Lord?) startles Boaz such that he wakes up and realizes that there is a woman at his feet. He asks, “Who are you?” and Ruth identifies herself and then proposes marriage to Boaz in a very poetic and interesting way:

Ruth 3:9 “Take your maidservant under your wing, for you are a close relative.”

This language is similar to that used by Boaz in praying for Ruth in 

Ruth 2:12 “The Lord repay your work, and a full reward be given you by the Lord God of Israel, under whose wings you have come for refuge.”

God has taken Ruth under His wing and he is going to use Boaz as His earthly representative to make manifest this protection to Ruth and Naomi.  Verse 9 can also be translated “Spread the corner of your garment over me…”.  The covering of Ruth with Boaz’ garment is a picture of marriage, the two becoming one.  

In verse 10, Boaz blesses Ruth for showing more kindness now than ever before, by not going after young men, whether rich or poor.  To whom was Ruth showing “more kindness”? …to Boaz?  It seems as though Boaz is speaking of Ruth’s kindness to Naomi as he did in Chapter 2:11.  His meaning seems to be that Ruth, being a young woman, would naturally look to men her own age as potential husbands.  Boaz is likely much older than she as evidenced by:

1) He is likely the son of Rahab the harlot spoken of in Joshua 2 and Matthew 1:5

2) He refers to Ruth as “my daughter” in 2:8, and 3:10,11

3) He makes a point of stating that she did not go after young men (apparently contrasting young men with himself)

Ruth instead looked to the man who was in a lawful position to redeem Naomi and her property and the name of her dead husband Elimelech.  This kind, unselfish act by Ruth does not go unnoticed by Boaz.   

Boaz pledges to Ruth that he will do all that she requests (v.11) but that there is another relative of closer relation to Elimelech than himself (a fact that neither Ruth nor Naomi apparently knew??).   Boaz asks Ruth to spend the night there on the threshing floor with him (most likely for her own protection, for it was now past midnight), and that if the near relative would redeem them, fine.  But, if he would not, then Boaz would do it.  Boaz swears to keep his promise by Yaweh Himself.  

Ruth lay at the feet of Boaz (resting at the feet of the Redeemer…reminds us of Mary, the sister of Martha sitting at the feet of Jesus, listening to Him – see Luke 10:38-42) until morning and Boaz sends her home before full light so that Ruth’s reputation would not suffer from false rumor.  (In those times, some Bible commentators say, prostitutes would  frequent the threshing floors of the ungodly… a sort of pagan fertility rite) Boaz then sends a pledge of his promise back to Naomi with Ruth in the form of six measures (not ephahs – that would have been over 400 lbs!) of barley, and sent her into back into the city.

In verse 16, Ruth returns home and Naomi asks her a very interesting question.  Though some translations read, “How did it go, my daughter?”, or “ Is that you, my daughter?”, the verse literally means, “Who are you, my daughter?”  Naomi knows it is Ruth who has come home.  What she doesn’t know is whether or not Boaz has agreed to marry Ruth or not.  In other words, Naomi is asking, “Are you Mrs. Boaz, or are you still just Ruth…Who are you, my daughter?”  Ruth tells Naomi what Boaz said and shows her his pledge of grain.  Naomi then instructs Ruth to rest, knowing that Boaz, the redeemer will not rest until he carries out his work of redemption that very day.  As the sinful yet betrothed bride of Christ we were powerless to redeem ourselves, but had to wait until our Redeemer finished His work of redemption on our behalf.  Like Boaz, Jesus was under no natural obligation to redeem us:

1) He is not the natural brother of Adam; He is God, we are not.

2) We are a sinful bride, and in rebellion against our Husband

Yet, God was willing to become man (the second Adam) redeem His sinful bride, (“…while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8). This ought to make us joyfully grateful to Him, and to delight in our great salvation!

· Character – Children must follow the wise, godly instruction of parents as Ruth did (Naomi is like a mother to Ruth), and ought to demonstrate faith and  patience as God accomplishes all of His purposes in us.  We ought to live lives of joy and delight in thankful obedience to the Lord for His great salvation!
· Assignment – Read Ruth 4 two times

The Work of Boaz / The Work of Jesus as Seen in Ruth 3

Boaz
Jesus

Work consists of winnowing - Ruth 3:22 “Now Boaz, whose young women you were with, is he not our relative? In fact, he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor.
Work of redemption is called “winnowing” - Luke 3:17 John the Baptist said of Jesus - “His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather the wheat into His barn; but the chaff He will burn with unquenchable fire.”

Work is done at night – Ruth 3:22 “…In fact, he is winnowing barley tonight…”
Work of redemption done at night – 

1) Betrayed at night - John 13:30 (Judas,) Having received the piece of bread, he then went out immediately. And it was night.

2) Arrested at night  - Jesus said of his arrest - Luke 22:53 “…But this is your hour—when darkness reigns.” 

3) Tried at night 

4) Crucified at “night” - Luke 23:44-45 Now it was about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour.45 Then the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was torn in two.

Works, then eats and drinks - Ruth 3:3…

But do not make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking.
Eats and drinks with His disciples, then completes the work of redemption by drinking the cup of God’s wrath for His people - Matthew 20:22 “…Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 

Works, then rests - Ruth 3:7 And after Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was cheerful, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of grain
Having completed the work of redemption, he rests at the right hand of the Father - Hebrews 10:12-13 But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God,13 from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool.

Ruth, the bride, comes as he is at rest – 

Ruth 3:7 “…he went to lie down at the end of the heap of grain; and she came softly, uncovered his feet, and lay down.”


The risen Savior now draws His bride, the church to himself - Revelation 19:7 “Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.”



Ruth’s Marriage to Boaz / God’s Marriage to Israel / Christ’s Marriage to the Church

Ruth’s Marriage to Boaz – Ruth 3
Yaweh’s Marriage to Israel – Ezekiel 16
Christ’s Marriage to the Church

“Therefore wash yourself…” Ruth 3:3a
“Then I washed you in water; yes I thoroughly washed off your blood…  Ezekiel 16:9a
We have been washed in the blood of the Lamb for the forgiveness of our sins (Revelation 1:5-6), and with water by the Word for our sanctification (Ephesians 5:25-27)

“…and anoint yourself…” Ruth 3:3a
“…and I anointed you with oil.  

Ezekiel 16:9b
We have been anointed with the oil of the Holy Spirit who is a guarantee of our inheritance in heaven. (Ephesians 1:14, 

2 Corinthians 1:21)

“…put on your best garment…

Ruth 3:3a
“I clothed you in embroidered cloth and gave you sandals of badger skin; I clothed you with fine linen and covered you with silk”  Ezekiel 16:10
We have been clothed with the righteousness of Christ that we might forsake our own righteousness and stand in the day of judgment.

(Isaiah 61:10)
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