Ruth Lesson 4 

Chapter 4

Episodes 6 and 7: 

Boaz Redeems Naomi and Ruth; Naomi’s Family is Restored

· Prayer

· Westminster Catechism

· Scripture Memorization
Ruth 1:16-17 - 

“…Entreat me not to leave you, or to turn back from following after you; for wherever you go, I will go; and wherever you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God, my God. 17 Where you die, I will die, and there will I be buried. The Lord do so to me, and more also, if anything but death parts you and me.”

· Review Outline of Ruth – 
Three parts: 
1) Introduction – 1:1-5 – Naomi loses her family

2) Body – 1:6-4:12 – God brings Naomi a redeemer 

3) Conclusion – 4:13-22 – Naomi’s family is restored

Seven “episodes”:

1) Naomi loses her family – 1:1-5

2) Ruth chooses to stay with Naomi – 1:6-19a

3) Naomi and Ruth arrive in Bethlehem, destitute – 1:19b-22

4) Ruth and Boaz meet – 2:1-23

5) Ruth proposes to Boaz – 3:1-18

6) Boaz redeems Naomi’s property and marries Ruth – 4:1-12

7) Naomi’s family is restored – 4:13-22

· Ruth Chapter 4

In Chapter 3, we saw God’s great plan to redeem Naomi and Ruth from their widowhood, their poverty, and their hopelessness through Boaz begin to unfold.  Remember, Boaz essentially pledged himself to care for Ruth and Naomi in Chapter 2.  Chapter 3 formalized this commitment, with Boaz’ acceptance of Ruth’s proposal.  In chapter 4 we will see the consummation of Boaz’ commitment to act as both the kinsman redeemer and the levir to Naomi and Ruth.  As Naomi said in 3:18, “…the man will not rest until he has concluded the matter this day.”  Today we will be covering “episodes” 6 and 7:

6) Boaz redeems Naomi’s property and marries Ruth

7) Naomi’s family is restored

Ruth 4:1 says that Boaz goes up to the gate of Bethlehem and sat down there.  He is apparently an elder in the city and has a place at the gate with the other elders where judgments are rendered and where important transactions are witnessed.  The gate of the city is also the place where the elders either allow a person entrance into the city or deny them such access…it is a place of life and death…life (food, clothing and shelter) inside the city, and death (starvation, nakedness, and peril) outside of the city.  This is a picture to us of life within the covenant of God, and death outside of the covenant of God.  Boaz, as a law-keeper, goes to the gate of the city to see that Naomi, Ruth, and their descendants receive the life that is theirs under the covenant promises of God.  

As Boaz is there at the gate, the near relative of Elimelech came by.  The writer of Ruth doesn’t tell us his name (and he remains “the nameless one” for the rest of chapter 4), but Boaz greets the near relative by name and asks him to sit down.  He then takes ten of the elders and asks them to sit down as well so as to witness the conversation he is about to have with the near relative.  Boaz then tells the near relative that Naomi is selling the piece of the common field of Bethlehem belonging to Elimelech. [Note, some translations render verse 3, “Naomi…has sold the piece of land” but the Hebrew conveys the idea of a future sale that is certain to occur, not a past sale of land that has already occurred.]  Boaz says that he thought to inform the near relative of this fact in the presence of the elders so that he can lawfully redeem it if he wants to, and if he won’t, Boaz is next in line to do so. At this point Baoz only mentions the sale of the land, giving the near relative the opportunity to act as kinsman redeemer only, and not as a levir (yet!). This may or may not have been a self-conscious strategy on Boaz’ part. The near relative says that he will redeem the property.

In verse 5, Boaz informs the near relative that on the day he buys Naomi’s property, he must also acquire Ruth as wife (the Hebrew literally reads, “you must also buy Ruth…”) to perpetuate the name of the dead (Elimelech, Mahlon) through his inheritance.  At this revelation, the near relative changes his mind saying that he cannot do it, lest he ruin his own inheritance.  What did he mean by this?

Perhaps he feels that he cannot assume the financial burden of both the land purchase and the care of Ruth (and Naomi?)

Perhaps he did not like the idea of the land going to the house of Elimelech instead of to his own house

Perhaps Ruth’s being a Moabitess is an issue

Perhaps he is already married and feels that a second wife would bring strife to his household (to his inheritance?)

We simply do not know the detail of the near relative’s reasons for changing his mind, but in verses 7-8, he hands over his right of redemption to Boaz via the taking off of his sandal and handing it to Boaz.  

Note to teacher - In handing over his sandal to Boaz, the near relative is NOT receiving the sanctions found in Deuteronomy 25 for refusing to carry out the role of the levir:

Deuteronomy 25 - Levirate Sanctions
Ruth 4 

The widow was to come to the elders in the gate
Neither Naomi nor Ruth are here present

The rejected widow was to pull off the sandal of the kinsman who refuses to perform the role of a levir
The unnamed kinsman removed his own sandal

The widow was to spit in the face of the derelict kinsman
The near relative does not have his face spat in

The man who refuses his levirate role was to have his name changed to “the house of him who had his sandal removed”.
The near relative undergoes no name change.

Moreover the passage simply states that the removal of the sandal in this case was a custom used “concerning redeeming and exchanging, to confirm anything.”

Though it was not sin on his part, this near relative is a picture to us of Adam, our near relative who did not redeem his posterity, but rather sinned and left us widowed and poor and hopeless.  Boaz is then a picture to us of the true Redeemer, Jesus, who did what Adam refused to do…to redeem the earth and take a bride to Himself…His church.

[If there is time, it might also be pointed out how all of the people (parents, brothers and sisters, friends, even pastors) whom we count on to be godly examples to us, or to care for us, or to treat us right will one day let us down and even sin against us.  Only Jesus will never leave us nor forsake us, and we ought to turn to Him when people sin against us, and not grow bitter against one another, knowing that we also sin and let people down too.]

In verses 9-10 Boaz asks the elders and the people there to be witnesses of his purchase of Elimelech’s (and therefore Mahlon’s and Chilion’s) land, and of his marriage to Ruth.  He again states the purpose of his marriage to Ruth; “…to perpetuate the name of the dead through his inheritance, that the name of the dead may not be cut off from among his brethren and from his position at the gate.” (Note again the emphasis on the name, not on the land).  Boaz asks them all to be witnesses of these matters.   All of the people there gathered along with the elders say (literally), “Witnesses!”  They then pray for Ruth, to be fruitful (to have many children, or more specifically, sons):“The Lord make the woman who is among your house like Rachael and Leah, the two who built the house of Israel;”

Rachel is mentioned first, even though they are from the tribe of Judah (who was born of Leah). This could be because Rachel was the more beloved of the two wives or because Rachel had died and was buried near Bethlehem.  They also pray that Boaz would prosper and be famous in Bethlehem and that his house would be like that of Perez (the son of the strange relationship between Judah and Tamar in Genesis 38) from whom most of the Bethlehemites likely descended.  Genesis 38, by the way, has the best example of levirate marriages and it precedes the law of the levir in Deuteronomy 25.  

In verse 13, Boaz then takes Ruth as wife and the Lord (apparently quite soon after) causes Ruth to become pregnant.  Note again, the providence of God in opening Ruth’s to bring forth a son to bear the name of Elimelech and Mahlon.  The women of the city then speak to Naomi and bless the Lord for giving Naomi  a redeemer, and pray that his name would be famous in Israel.  And who is this redeemer?  Is it Boaz?  Look closely at verse 15 and you will see that they are talking about the son born to Ruth!  He is to be the redeemer of Naomi.  This reminds us that Jesus is both the second (and only true) husband of the bride (his people, the church), and he is also the son of the woman who will redeem his people from their sins.  The women of the city also praise Ruth who loves Naomi and has been better to her than seven sons could be.

Consistent with the law of the levir, Naomi (in verse 16) then became a nurse (mother) to the child, since he is considered the first born of Elimelech.  The neighbor women confirm Naomi’s motherly status in verse 17 by saying, “There is a son born to Naomi.”  The comparisons between Naomi and Mary the earthly mother of Jesus are obvious.

Naomi
Mary

Unable to have children (too old)
Unable to have children (a virgin)

Child is conceived by the redeemer, Boaz
Jesus is conceived by the Holy Spirit

Child is said to be the redeemer of Naomi
Jesus is the Redeemer of the world

For reasons that are unclear, it is not Naomi, Boaz, nor Ruth, but the women of Bethlehem who name the child Obed, which means “servant”.

The book of Ruth ends in a rather strange manner…with a geneology.  This geneology ends with David.  Why would this be?  Some say it is related to David’s family history.  Deuteronomy 23:2 says “One of illegitimate birth shall not enter the assembly of the Lord; even to the tenth generation none of his descendants shall enter the assembly of the Lord.  Perez was the illegitimate son of Judah and Tamar (as seen in Genesis 38).  Count the generations and you will find that David is the tenth generation from Perez.  Some commentators have said that because Samuel is the likely author of Ruth, one of his main purposes in writing the book may have been to establish that David’s anointing as king was a lawful act.  

What we can say for sure is that the book of Ruth is a marvelous demonstration of the mercy and providence of God in redeeming His people.  Though Israel (as pictured here by Naomi) consistently moved away from Yaweh into idolatry and sin, yet, as we have seen in the book of Judges, when they cried out to Him in repentance, God was merciful to forgive His people and to deliver them.  God also demonstrates, through the person of Ruth, His compassion to all peoples.  Ruth, a Gentile, is granted faith in Yaweh, she is led into the Promised Land, and her marriage to the redeemer Boaz, makes her a true citizen of the Kingdom of God.  All of us, in a sense, are Naomis and Ruths.  Apart from Christ we are like Naomi.  We have been left widowed because Adam, our first husband failed to guard and keep his bride well; he sinned and left us without a true husband.  In the flesh we are childless, unable to bring forth godly children due to our own depravity.  Apart from Jesus we are like Ruth, foreigners from the covenant of God and idol worshippers, having no hope and without God in the world (See Ephesians 2:11-12).  Like both Naomi and Ruth, apart from Christ we are poor and helpless in our sins and bound for the real poverty of Hell.  In a word, we are dead.  But, thanks be to God that we who had no hope, have been given the Hope of the World, Jesus Christ.  

We can rejoice that our Redeemer, Jesus has come and he has drawn us to his field to feed on Him through faith.  He has married us, we are able to bring forth children for His glory and we have been given the Holy Spirit who will keep us from unfaithfulness.  Finally, our future is to be with Him forever in heaven where there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor pain, and where every tear shall be wiped away from our eyes.  Let us all prayerfully strive to lives of thankful obedience to our great Redeemer.

· Character -  We can all emulate Boaz in the way that he conducted himself in chapter 4:

- He kept his word to Ruth to and approached the near relative quickly after promising to do so

- He conducted this public business lawfully and in the presence of witnesses

- He was willing to sacrifice his own time and money to help Naomi and Ruth and to raise up a son for Elimelech and Mahlon

Assignment – Read the entire book of Ruth once more
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