The Book of Ruth - “Thy Redeemer Comes!”

INTRODUCTION:

  The book of Ruth takes place during the times of the Judges.  Peter Leithart in his book, A House for My Name says, “The times of the judges is a bad time for Israel.  Priests and Levites are unfaithful, the people turn to idols, and the judges cannot keep Israel from lapsing back into sin.  Because of her sins, the garden of Israel has become a place of death, strife, and slavery.  But the story of Ruth shows that the Lord will restore all that Israel lacks.”  

 Ruth is a book of the faithful husband, Yahweh, and the faithless bride, Israel. The focus of Ruth is on the coming of the redeemer (Boaz) who rescues Naomi and Ruth from their poverty and barrenness.  The book points forward to the coming of righteous king David, who will redeem Israel (in a sense) from the wickedness of the priesthood which culminated in Eli and his two ungodly sons, Hophni and Phinehas.  It ultimately points to the coming of Jesus, the Christ who would fulfill the Law, redeem His people from their sins (their spiritual widowhood, barrenness and poverty), and rule over them in righteousness. Naomi is a picture of Israel, and the Lord’s mercy to widowed Naomi is a promise of mercy to His people.  Ruth can be seen as a picture of the Gentiles, and her marriage to Boaz can be seen as the extension of the great hesed (Hebrew for “lovingkindness” or “mercy”) of the Lord to the nations.

 Our emphasis in these lessons will be to help the students see the connection between the redemption of Naomi and Ruth via Boaz, and their own salvation via the Great Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Other themes in the book of Ruth that can be taught along the way include:

1) Life within the covenant of God and death outside of the covenant of God

2) The law of the levir (husband’s brother) for the preservation of the name and

    land of the deceased husband in Israel.

3) Biblical charity (via gleaning) involving the care of the poor, the widow, and 

    the alien

4) Proper behavior before and during courtship

5) Proper employer/employee relationships

6) Proper conduct of public business

  As you prepare your lessons each week, make use of the lesson plans to ensure that the major themes of each portion of Ruth are covered, but feel free to add insights from your own personal studies in the book as well.  Pray for your students during the week, that the Lord might see fit to increase their knowledge of the book of Ruth and of the Redeemer, King Jesus, and to encourage them in their walks of faith with Him.

Some good resource materials you might consider using in your studies include:

1) Tape series on the book of Ruth by James Jordan – available from Biblical Horizons

2) A House for My Name – A Survey of the Old Testament  - by Peter Leithart

3) Judges/Ruth – by Arthur Cundall and Leon Morris

5) The Literary Structure of the Old Testament – by David A. Dorsey

6) Matthew Henry’s Commentary

  May the Lord greatly bless you and encourage you in your times of teaching in the book of Ruth and may he impart grace to the students, as good soldiers in the Kingdom, to ”…be doers of the word and not hearers only.” (James 1:22).  May they find that the Word of God indeed is “profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16)
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